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1. geologists
a. scientists who study the physical 
properties of the earth
b. scientists who study plants and animals 
in Arizona
c. scientists who study numbers

2. various
a. desert
b. different kinds
c. rare; unusual

3. impassable
a. unable to cross
b. far from civilization
c. haunted

4. erosion
a. the act of drying up or evaporating
b. change of direction
c. the act of wearing away or grinding down

What Does It Mean?

The Grand Canyon is a large river canyon in Arizona. It is over 220 miles 
long and over a mile deep in some places. Its widest point is 18 miles wide. 
The canyon is considered one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World.

Over millions of years, the Colorado River wore away rocks as it passed 
through the area. Slowly, the river made the path deeper and deeper. Now, 
the canyon is surrounded by steep walls on either side, while the river 
continues to fl ow at the bottom of the canyon. 

Besides its large size, the Grand Canyon is also known for its 
magnifi cent colors. The canyon is made of layers of rock, and each layer of 
rock has a different depth and color. Geologist have identifi ed almost 40 
different layers of rock exposed by the river’s erosion.

The climate in canyon area is primarily desert, with both 
high and low temperatures. The upper rims of the canyon 
often receive snowfall. The air quality is usually very high, 
although dust storms and smoke from fi res can change the air.

The Grand Canyon is home to  variety of plants and 
animals. Plants range from various species of cactus to pine 
forests. Many types of animals live in the area, including the 
bald eagle, bobcats, bats and gila monsters. Six different kinds 
of rattlesnakes have been identifi ed in the area.

Native Americans have inhabited the area for around 
3,000 years. Spanish conquistadors fi rst explored the area in 

1540. Later, Spanish priests and explorers returned in 1776. However, they did not stay, as they 
found the canyon impassable. 

Arizona became part of the United States in 1848, and the fi rst geological studies were 
completed on the Grand Canyon in 1856. Today, the canyon is part of the Grand Canyon National 
Park. About fi ve million tourists visit the park each year.

Circle the correct meaning for each of the following words from the passage.

The Colorado River 
formed the 

Grand Canyon.

Aerial view of the Grand Canyon

Grand CanyonGrand CanyonGrand CanyonGrand CanyonGrand CanyonThe
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Marking the Text Overview 
 

As you read through your text, complete the following steps: 

1. Number the paragraphs 
 

2. Underline the main ideas 
 

3. Highlight the key points that support the main ideas 
 

4. Put a star by anything that is important 
a. For example: put a star by information that provides evidence  

 
5. Circle important vocabulary words AND words that you don’t know 

 
6. Put an exclamation mark next to anything that surprises you 

 
7. Put a question mark next to anything that confuses you 

 
8. Write comments or draw pictures in the margins on anything that helps you connect  

information you are reading to information you already know or have experienced 



A.C.E Writing Strategies 

A 
Answer the 

question 

Take the question you are being asked and make it a 
statement while you answer it 

 
Example: 

Question: What is your favorite free time activity? 
Answer: My favorite free time activity is watching movies. 

C 
Cite Evidence ● Use your previous experience, prior knowledge, 

or information from what you read to support 
your answer 

● Try to use transitional words and phrases such as 
‘in fact,’ ‘especially,’ ‘such as,’ and for instance’ 

 
Example: In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as 

often as possible. 

E 
Elaborate ● Add more information to your evidence by 

explaining, comparing & contrasting, showing 
cause & effect, etc. 

 
Example: In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take 

a break from reality and enter a new world. 

 

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER: 

Question: What is your favorite free time activity? 
Answer: 

My favorite free time activity is watching movies. In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch 

them as often as possible. In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from 

reality and enter a new world. 
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Overview 

● Historians generally recognize three motives for European exploration and colonization in the 

New World: God, gold, and glory. 

● Religious motivations can be traced all the way back to the Crusades, the series of religious wars 

between the 11th and 15th centuries during which European Christians sought to claim 

Jerusalem as an exclusively Christian space. 

● Europeans also searched for optimal trade routes to lucrative Asian markets and hoped to gain 

global recognition for their country. 

The Crusades: increased religious intolerance and forceful religious 
conversion 

The year 622 brought a new challenge to Christianity. Near Mecca, Saudi Arabia, a prophet named 

Muhammad claimed he received a revelation that became a cornerstone of the Islamic faith. The Koran, 

which contained the revelations received by Muhammad, identified Jesus Christ not as God but as a 

prophet. Islam spread throughout the Middle East and into Europe until 732. 

Soon thereafter, European Christians began the Crusades, a campaign of violence against Muslims to 

dominate the Holy Lands—an area that extended from modern-day Turkey in the north along the 

Mediterranean coast to the Sinai Peninsula—under Islamic control, partially in response to sustained 

Muslim control in Europe. The city of Jerusalem is a holy site for Jews, Christians, and Muslims; 

evidence exists that the three religions lived there in harmony for centuries. But in 1095, European 

Christians decided not only to reclaim the holy city from Muslim rulers but also to conquer the entire 

surrounding area. 

The Crusades provided the religious ideology for the Reconquista, which in turn inspired Atlantic 

colonization. The Reconquista, or reconquest, refers to the 800 years of violence and expulsion of 

Muslims from the Iberian Peninsula after the failed Crusades. The Crusades and the Reconquista 
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cemented religious intolerance, and the Christians looked to colonization partly as a means of 

continuing religious conquests. Particularly in the strongly Catholic nations of Spain and Portugal, 

religious zeal motivated the rulers to convert Native Americans and sanctify Christian global 

dominance. 

The lure of gold: finding new routes to trade Eastern goods 

Despite the consequent religious polarization, the Crusades dramatically increased maritime trade 

between the East and West. As Crusaders experienced the feel of silk, the taste of spices, and the utility 

of porcelain, desire for these products created new markets for merchants. 

Merchants’ ships brought Europeans valuable goods, traveling between the port cities of western 

Europe and the East from the 10th century on along routes collectively labeled the Silk Road. However, 

transporting goods along the Silk Road was costly, slow, and unprofitable. Muslim middlemen collected 

taxes as the goods changed hands. Robbers waited to ambush treasure-laden caravans. 

As well as seeking a water passage to the wealthy cities of the East, sailors wanted to find a route to the 

exotic and wealthy Spice Islands in modern-day Indonesia, whose location was kept secret by Muslim 

rulers. The lure of profit pushed explorers to seek new trade routes to the Spice Islands and to eliminate 

Muslim middlemen. 

A thirst for glory: European competition for global dominance 

Competition between the Portuguese and the Spanish motivated both nations to colonize quickly and 

aggressively. Prince Henry the Navigator spearheaded Portugal’s exploration of Africa and the Atlantic 

in the 1400s. Portuguese sailors successfully navigated an eastward route to West Africa, where they 

established a trading foothold. Portugal then spread its empire down the western coast of Africa to the 

Congo, along the western coast of India, and eventually to Brazil and the Atlantic islands. Although the 

Portuguese did not rule over an immense landmass, their strategic holdings of islands and coastal ports 

gave them almost unrivaled control of nautical trade routes. 
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The travels of Portuguese traders to western Africa also acquainted the Portuguese with the African 

slave trade, already widely in practice in West Africa and funded by sugar production on the newly 

colonized Atlantic islands. Upon discovering the immense global market for sugar, the Portuguese 

began to trade enslaved people across the Atlantic to toil on the sugar plantations. The Portuguese fort 

Elmina Castle, located in modern-day Ghana, became more of a holding pen for enslaved Africans from 

the interior of the continent than a trading post, as the markets for slave labor in both Europe and then 

the New World boomed. 

Portuguese colonization in the 1400s inaugurated an era of aggressive European expansion across the 

Atlantic. The Spanish, threatened by the Portuguese monopoly on enslaved Africans and expansion in 

the Atlantic, started their own colonization project with Christopher Columbus in 1492. The 

competition between the two nations continued and drew more and more Europeans to the New 

World. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Motivation for European Conquest of the New World DBQs 

Write your responses to the questions below in your History Journal. 
You can make a History Journal by stapling 10 pieces of paper 
together.  Be sure to respond in your own words. 
 

1. How did the Crusades influence European colonization? 

 

2. Explain the relationship between religion, commerce, and conquest at the beginning of European 

exploration and colonization. 

 

3. How did colonization play a role in the expansion of slavery? 

 


